[Exit of the retinal central vascular trunk and extent of para-papillary atrophy].
To evaluate whether the position of the central retinal vessel trunk exit on the lamina cribrosa spatially correlates with the location of parapapillary atrophy in glaucoma. Color stereo optic disc photographs of 79 patients with primary or secondary open-angle glaucoma and 53 normal subjects were morphometrically evaluated. We determined the position of the central retinal vessel trunk exit on the lamina cribrosa surface and measured the area of parapapillary atrophy in four 90 degrees quadrants. After correction for normal values, the beta zone area of parapapillary atrophy in the glaucoma eyes was significantly larger, when measured in the disc quadrant most distant to the central retinal vessel trunk exit than as if measured in the quadrant containing the vessel trunk exit. Position of the central retinal vessel trunk exit on the lamina cribrosa influences the location of parapapillary atrophy in glaucoma. The longer the distance to the central retinal vessel trunk exit, the more enlarged is parapapillary atrophy.